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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 34-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
von Rosen et al. (US 6,493,677 B1) in view of Hoins (US 2002/005281 1 A1) and Davies 
et al. (US 6,674,457 B1). 

Von Rosen disclose a method for increasing sales of custom products (54) to 
niche markets. The method performed by one or more servers coupled to a network 
(Fig. 2). The method comprises: (a) communicating via the network with a customer 
(30) that provided a designation of a product (54) to be produced with an image (48) 
(Fig. 8A) and indicia of a first payment (Fig. 10B). von Rosen fails to disclose that the 
image is provided by a first member who receives an access code for the image and a 
designation of a beneficiary and of a first referrer. However, Davies teaches a method 
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on how to communicate an image from a source to another location through a 
telecommunications network. The method comprises: (a) communicating an access 
code from a server to the first member and then communicating in an audio telephone 
call the access code from the first member to a second member (customer); (b) 
providing an Image from the first member to the server; and the second member 
(customer) can access the image from the server after providing the access code (when 
both servers are correlated (C. 2, L. 58-67 and C. 3, L. 1-23). The access code is used 
for purpose of security or billing purposes (C. 4, L. 53-55). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill In the art at the time the invention was made 
to have the steps of (a) communicating via a network with a first member to obtain an 
Image; (b) providing exclusively to the first member an access code; (c) communicating 
via the network with a customer that provided the access code to obtain designation of 
the Image as taught by Davies in the method disclosed by von Rosen where the first 
member will provide this access code to the customer in order to provide access to the 
image. Doing so, provides an access code to the first member for purposes of security 
or billing purposes. Regarding to the designating a beneficiary and distribution of 
portion of the first payment, Hoins teaches a method of designating a beneficiary and of 
distributing portions of a payment. The method comprises: (a) a first member 
communicates via a network with a server to designating a beneficiary (charitable 
organization) and providing a designation (to the charitable organization and to the firs 
member) of a first referrer (first member) (Page 2, paragraph 27); (b) designating a 
distribution of portions of a payment to the beneficiary and to the first referrer (first 
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member) (Page 2, paragraph 30); (c) providing via the network to the first member a 
report describing portions paid to the referrer (Page 3, paragraph 0034); and (d) 
designating distribution to the first member of a portion of a second payment in 
accordance with a designation of a second referrer by a second member wherein the 
designation of the second referrer identifies the first member (Page 2, paragraph 30 and 
page 3, paragraphs 0034 and 0036). The method taught by Hoins motivates charitable 
contributions from members where these contributions are tax deductible and provides 
payments to the referrers for their referral services (Page 2, Paragraphs 0027 and 
0030). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to have the steps of: (a) communicating via a network 
with a first member to designating a beneficiary and providing a designation of a first 
referrer; (b) designating a distribution of portions of a payment to the beneficiary and to 
the first referrer; (c) providing via the network to the first member a report describing 
portions paid to the referrer; and (d) designating distribution to the first member of a 
portion of a second payment in accordance with a designation of a second referrer by a 
second member wherein the designation of the second referrer identifies the first 
member as taught by Hoins in the method disclosed by von Rosen and modified in 
accordance with Davies. Doing so, motivates charitable contributions from members 
where these contribution are tax deductible and provides payments to the referrers for 
their referral services. 

The method taught by Hoins further comprises: (a) communicating via the 
network with the first member to obtain a designation of a payment term (paragraphs 
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0020, 0021 and 0022); and (b) designating distribution of portions of the first payment to 
the beneficiary in accordance with the payment term (paragraphs 0029,0034 and 0036). 

Von Rosen, Davies and Hoins disclose the use of a memory device comprising 
instructions for the performance of the method by one or more servers. 

Regarding claim 37 having almost the same limitations as claim 34, the rejection 
of claim 34 will also serve to reject claim 37 because claim 37 has the same limitations 
as claim 34 but it excludes the designation and distribution of a portion of the first 
payment to a first referrer and to a second referrer. 

The method taught by Hoins further comprises: (a) communicating via the 
network with the first member to obtain a designation of a payment term (paragraphs 
0020, 0021 and 0022); and (b) designating distribution of portions of the first payment to 
the beneficiary in accordance with the payment term (paragraphs 0029,0034 and 0036). 

Von Rosen, Davies and Hoins disclose the use of a memory device comprising 
instructions for the performance of the method by one or more servers. 

Von Rosen disclose a system coupled to a network that comprises means for 
communicating via the network with a customer (30) that provided a designation of a 
product (54) to be produced with an image (48) (Fig. 8A) and indicia of a first payment 
(Fig. 1 0B), von Rosen fails to disclose that the image is provided by a first member who 
receives an access code for the image and a designation of a beneficiary and of a first 
referrer. However, Davies teaches a system comprising means for communicating an 
image from a source to another location through a telecommunications network. The 
system comprises: (a) means for communicating an access code from a server to the 
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first member and then communicating in an audio telephone call the access code from 
the first member to a second member (customer); (b) means for providing an image 
from the first member to the server; and means for providing access to the image to the 
second member (customer) from the server after providing the access code (when both 
servers are correlated (C. 2, L. 58-67 and C. 3, L. 1-23). The access code is used for 
purpose of security or billing purposes (C. 4, L. 53-55). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have a system having means for communicating via a network with a first member to 
obtain an image, means for providing exclusively to the first member an access code 
and means communicating via the network with a customer that provided the access 
code to obtain designation of the image as taught by Davies in the system disclosed by 
von Rosen where the first member will provide this access code to the customer in 
order to provide access to the image. Doing so, provides an access code to the first 
member for purposes of security or billing purposes. Regarding to the designating a 
beneficiary and distribution of portion of the first payment, Hoins teaches a system 
allowing the designating a beneficiary and of distributing portions of a payment. The 
system comprises: (a) means for communicating via the network with a first member to 
obtain a designation of a beneficiary (charitable organization) and providing a 
designation (to the charitable organization and to the firs member) of a first referrer (first 
member) (Page 2, paragraph 27), means for designating a distribution of portions of a 
payment to the beneficiary and to the first referrer (first member) (Page 2, paragraph 
30), means for providing via the network to the first member a report describing portions 
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paid to the referrer (Page 3, paragraph 0034) and means for designating distribution to 
the first member of a portion of a second payment in accordance with a designation of a 
second referrer by a second member wherein the designation of the second referrer 
identifies the first member (Page 2, paragraph 30 and page 3, paragraphs 0034 and 
0036). The system taught by Hoins motivates charitable contributions from members 
where these contributions are tax deductible and provides payments to the referrers for 
their referral services (Page 2, Paragraphs 0027 and 0030). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary sl<ill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to 
have means for communicating via a network with a first member to designating a 
beneficiary and providing a designation of a first referrer, means for designating a 
distribution of portions of a payment to the beneficiary and to the first referrer, means for 
providing via the networl< to the first member a report describing portions paid to the 
referrer and means for designating distribution to the first member of a portion of a 
second payment in accordance with a designation of a second referrer by a second 
member wherein the designation of the second referrer identifies the first member as 
taught by Hoins in the system disclosed by von Rosen and modified in accordance with 
Davies. Doing so, motivates charitable contributions from members where these 
contribution are tax deductible and provides payments to the referrers for their referral 
services. 

The system further comprising: means for communicating via the network with 
the first member to obtain a designation of a payment term (paragraphs 0020, 0021 and 
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0022); and means for designating distribution of portions of the first payment to the 
beneficiary in accordance with the payment term (paragraphs 0029,0034 and 0036). 

Regarding claim 42 having almost the same limitations as claim 40, the rejection 
of claim 30 will also serve to reject claim 42 because claim 42 has the same limitations 
as claim 40 but it excludes the designation and distribution of a portion of the first 
payment to a first referrer and to a second referrer. 

The system further comprises means for communicating via the network with the 
first member to obtain a designation of a payment term (paragraphs 0020, 0021 and 
0022); and means for designating distribution of portions of the first payment to the 
beneficiary in accordance with the payment term (paragraphs 0029,0034 and 0036). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 34-43 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
IVIONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Arledge, JR. et al. (US 6,535,294 B1), Kito (US 2002/0099565 A1), Sutherland et 
al (US 2002/01 12001 Al) and Capozzi et al. (US 2003/0144923 Al ) are cited to show 
state of the art with respect to a system that allows placing an image in a product 
through the Internet. 

Batty et al. (US 2002/0107701 Al ) is cited to show state of the art with respect to 
monitoring sale of a product through the Internet. 

Pena (US 6,292,21 1 81), Berger et al. (US 6,41 4,693 B1 ) and Yu (US 
2002/0066095 A1 are cited to show state of the art with respect to utilizing a network to 
produce a personalized product. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruth C Rodriguez whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1881. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 07:15 - 15:45. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J. Swann can be reached on (703) 306-41 15. 

Submissions of your responses by facsimile transmission are encouraged. 
Technology center 3600's facsimile number for before and after final communications is 
(703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1113. 



Ruth C. Rodriguez 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 

rcr 

April 19, 2004 
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JJ Swann 
Supenflsory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 



